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New IHaven, Conneeticut :

The house 1s situated on the south west corner
of Temple and Grove Streets and was built in 1822,
which was the date of Noah VWebster's second residence
in New Haven (1822-1843).

In this house he completed his work on the diec-

tionary and died here in May 28, 1843. After his

death the house was taken over by one of the Trowbridge

family and has been considerably changed. | It now

belongs to Yale University and 1s used as a dormitory
for first year men. _

A3ditions have been built, the front door changed
and several bay windows added to the north side, but
the original outlihe of the building can be easily
discerned. '

Little of architectural interest remains elther
on the interlor or exterior with the exception of the

front or east elevation which is apparently origlnal,

except for the door and 1its architrave.

Approved: / ; ‘
M ﬁf"; @WJ

Sources: Natlonal Soeclety of Colonial Dames: Con-
necticut Houses, 2 1llst of manuscript histories of
early Connecticut Houses, compiled for the Connecti-
cut State Library.

‘ ,,? {gaa;;ssﬁ"%“g??’

: 7 H
*, _\,i \q‘*""“

f"‘ NIESY Foonrremreal /756, A




.\\\

From the New Haven Register, New Haven, Connecticut July %, 1936 '

i _él'!mg?Structures Includmg
:Webster ‘House, Issued Sl

A

e 12, gl ] L‘!&ghlgm'notabiqas' ‘0ld- New . Havers
7 iandmarké n au.x:uoug‘gi catiWebster .- house-: ‘At the " go
' cormer opl ahd‘“ﬁ'ro %80 order

: ltuﬂ‘:
aticm that -ferces- rigid - ‘econemy; Ls|:
‘Sigma. Phi., Hocje

home.-of che;‘Ged-J demolishing :the: buildings™ in ,order |
?:Br;e’lc) thefggmeand before, that: i;he -b0 cuby ibs- tax:- bills,; it was- learned
anse “fromrauthoritative . sovrees: today.- It
own, in. New:: Haven soc' t,y_ wilk-mean: the: elimination "of taxable:

“‘de’{ ﬁwﬁuﬂdﬂg Praposed property. valued -at. $108275..
: : y Zefbe ds th& biggest slash-i mude- by
Yale. siheez" 1931 when many shuild-
i OF nonr'z:evenue bearin" ‘Hotises ‘ings. were' taken downifi- the ‘High=|
i?gw{;.s saidtoday, except for that at ‘new-.Yale -huildings:-{t-was said ‘abf
97-101 -Grove Street. Where:a. building || the” Building department: fodsy
“Jor: co relal ;use: m“m erected. L%Wau St.reet. ares on: the erech
This is oristhe. nOﬂhweﬁt cornet: of ' ' i
‘Wh_\tnejtf -«
While: erecﬁém%t

ormer!y= the—-hom&ot Waiter
| Camp; fatlier of football and before g
the‘-f»Camps,,»th ~home sof;, ‘the late |
_Prof_m,Thomas D Seymoux: 1352
“Témple ‘Street;’ now used-ag z dor-
mitory, formerly the home of the late} .
E. G. Stoddard; 360 Temple '~ the
< Webster house built in. 1822, last- oca [

Tha ald Vaah Webater housz st he. corner of 5

:grapher worked on hm'dictlonuy, o+ scheduled t4
_ed to Yale thisimorsing to fear down & dozen old

i

T (Coniinued on Page Two,
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“house.is a- happy ‘ending to'ax pam_ful contro-

o utzhty than

social -habits,™
" mores; there:j

" Webster House Saved »
Mr, Ford’ s.purchase of the Nozh' Webster

versy.~ The old house in. Temple street was

teresting, it had none of the rarity which
makes some edifices treasure trove to-the ex-
pert. . Whaf. beauties it had, moreover, had
been malmeod_ :

tinent and :of- .tlhe world, mcludmg its. very

tributed 50 much. - The Webster house is to

“.advanta’ge by . this devolion; and taking ifs .
' place in Dearbom vrllage with.other’ monu-
- ments of. the past,i come 1o happy' and. per- ;
) manent anchor.. M

g
i

unfortunate enough o lack intrinsic: vaiue:s_'
for its antiqulty It:did not date from eolo- |
nial times, and while:its construction was in--

' :renovahons dlrected more
vart; 50 that it seemed for a.
X Iong time: the: wrecker’s axe was: it§. neces- -
“sary fate. A" great American had lived there;
- but it 'cake.s mean.s fo, set up hlstorlcal shrines. .
“Mr, ForcL however, has. means ‘and he has.
j the . entb,u.smsmsm which” make ‘him: one of-
"_Amemoas first: connoxsseurs
American. Perhaps inore than any other sin-
gle'man Herhas altered the face of the. -Con~

“in oid:: things

hat the: socologlsts call its"
pécnllar fitness,. then, in the*
. loyalty he: showx that- order to whose passing .
" his great’ explolts m transportahon havel con-'&"_i'
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From The New Hzven Register, Mew lzven, Conn.

m_ohsh t,he ‘Noah Webster hOuse
was announecgd, this papal.'wvann
tyred that the step would cause
cansmerabla regret here and sug-:
gested” that some special copsid=s
e¥atidn” for the landmark would
be-appreciated publicly. That the
thought ,was widely held was ewd—
enced in.editorials in the papers
af numerous\ otber cities, gome of
wirich have been reprinted on this
nage from time to time since fhe
announc;ement was magde. In that
light, the announcement now that.
the:enpd has been postponed untll
the' lpst. of September and inti-
matxm that.the Websteg-home is
eing senou.sly ‘considered . 55 an
addition o Henry Ford's, yillage of
hxstoric bulldmgs at yearborn\are
causes for plea.;ure . -
‘sThe Shetifield tru.stees,ll 15 e
mrtEd found that the: house had
heen Ll retrimmed and remodeled
that its pregent condition. 15 .far]
from that as . Wehster knew. it
Anthuarlans comments support-
ed that attitude. .Wpether that
will ‘discourage Mr ¥ord remains
t& be seen and the disposal or the
l;ullding on. the test of time: i -
“In apy event, so far as can.he
teld now, New Havem stands to
lose the gtrugture, Many will hope,;
t,hough, that ity sym‘bohc‘ Ivmﬁc—v
ance~ will:hg - a.m;raclated" even
tliough years. may bave a.ltered its
physxcal appeamnee There- can’
berestoratien. of the-.latter.and
tirough it ‘permanent pregerva-
tion of the former, A commem-
orative tablet will pot be mych of
a’local substitute, but it will be a
hetter one if it shows that the old
home- stili- - stands-  somewhers
than it it is- ]uﬂtr a -lablet alone,

markmg A- s;t.a s
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. From the Journal Courier, MNew Haven, Connecticut fugust 4, 1936

“Ford And- th & Webster House

. New., Haveners i 3 out of Yale will j
Ahope Mr. ;Henry:‘Ford's reported eagérness |
ta acguire ‘the: Noah Webster-house canbe . : ol
. gratified. The: wreckers are standing by for
the moment., they‘ hold the contract to raze °
the- old residerice’ as part of ‘a Tow:owned by -
Yale but y1e1d1ng foo litile tncome to justify
,contmued maintenance..- Mr. Ford's agents .
are. reporied. £o-be pressing an’ offer. which "
+would - enable America’s number one col-
lecting amiiquarian to’ erect the Webster =
homestead m h;s Amancan vulage at’ Dear- :
born. i .; g .
The prgposedudemoht.lomet the nld house
has been regrétted all oversthe: country Yet
Yale’s fiscal status beirig What it apparently
is, and local attempts at prwate rescue have
T ing failed there seemed no other way... Mr.
. . . Ford, however,,read.s the. newspapers "and
Teveres. all’ that -old Amerlca. Wwhich -he - as .
much as‘any*single individual has he}ped'
‘transcend. His'ipurchase would take the
hoiise out-: of its settmg, as.the plan is under--
“stood; but it is better to have it moved than-
wrecked.
There‘ are:.p gna.ncxes m the Whole 1nc1-
- dentiw) ch should set us all to thinking.
The Webster hotise was not quits,old encugh:*
to be truly, classical;’ yet it had historical |
and sentimental atiractions that were bound::
‘to be:notediiNow,in.the centenary year::
‘of thestate ‘and’ almost the centenary year
of the city, - both‘ state ‘and city may lose a
landmark and’ shnne‘ As . the older - Amer-
ica continues to recede perhaps our private
antiquarians. should: have the active and
formal aid of cmve::'nrnent in preserving what
cught to be preserved After all, public li-
brary donors have everywhere been aided by ;
public funds.’ . :
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From the New Haven Register, lew Haven, Connecticut July 31,

7 'does not. stand:m' t.he wiynof ﬁéedei
]improvements . on - the . universit;
‘oroperty)

raise-findsvte’ preserve the ancient'
house in New Haven. where Noah
‘Webster: worked. . for- manys yeArs O,
his "dictionaryt 185 to4 be:Eregretted:
There is & marked -tendency’ to save
such “historic landmarks from de-
struction zll over. the:country.. Even
the - federal - govemmenf. has A de-n

-

therefore surpnsmg ‘that ther “Gons
necticui unit of the Society for the
Preservation - of -American - Antiqui-
ties has: found so- little response to

more- klndl.‘f
with the ‘homessof; their great. men:
A placque on a- little:house not . far
from the Latin Quarter Sin Paris
bears.the ‘name- of Littre, the  cele-

brated’ French: lexicographer.
Noah Webster,,wmla his fame: rests
chiefly. on: the- monumental chction—-
ary -which-he’began. in 1807 ‘and
Ilm.shed In Engla.nd in 1825, 4, Was

iiving' in New. Haven he was.a inem-—
ber. of;'the Connecticut:> Houses.of
Representatives and. held bther- pub~
lic offices. t.here and. elsewhere - Hel

eral constitun j

The - house
Iexmographer Hved for 50, many
years is- owned:. by -Yale- Umver:uty
There is artoucl:r of irony in . this!
fact, . since-: Webster.” was a 3 loyalj
slumnns of - “¥ale;, which now: pro<
poses to -raze the building  to  save
the expense - of © its ' maintenance.
Perhaps a way will- yet be found to
save the old landmark, provided it
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From the New Haven Regisier, New Haven, Connecticutv July 20, 1936

Hopa,or a.ntiquarians thak the old hounse” at 'remple and’ Grmre streets
whemNoah Websteriresided and- contpleted his work on the dmumary mlghf:
he saved from the house wreckers' axes va.mshed today,because DEeCcessary

Street,” retired . jouralist, offered to
cuntnbube: to & ‘fund . to préserye-the
Webster, house ‘ag: ai memorial: hut. a8

financiaj burden Al&hough ‘the Web-~
ster-Touse, is’ exempth froo: ity ’ta.xa.-
tion, ¥Yale- authorities explainedf it .is

: e B 4 inte-

waned.’ t.odagm.rm' {liams Sumner

Appleton} secretary Of. t.he socxety-,.
was told. by Yale. a.ut.hont.festlxe Web=
.s’oer Hotise Has'a fine facades a.lfhough
somewhat; altered -but. it Iacks other
archifecturai lnf;emt ~Theiinterior
hasibeen made over m'the»;Vict‘orian
style, Secretary ppleton saidoif any

one withe money: ‘enough:to afford a

-Jh.Fredeﬂck Eelly of thist ity
member of the -Connecticut Unit: of
the-soclety,. expressed regret: that, tha
Webster -housé .. has “been’ : doomed.
[“The- fact that;"'Webster dwelt and

L ——

A.raId ‘G Dana" of 300 Livingston.

- { tionh and ::delicate- scale-: ol {he;
: ’I‘Empla Street facade- mark ii:as one

luxurylahggd‘ offer:tavssve. the nouse, |

the: contract: forswrecking 12 <¥ala
lowned  housew dn-the center of th‘

Worked on b}s dictionary there gives
this sirueture singular historic inter-
est” said Mr. RKellyo-“From the archi-
tackural standpointp the fine ‘propor-_

of " unusual;’ distinctloni - The.: design)
of ~the gable,: whiclr. Is trea.ted 858
ped.lment. and:eonbains a yery’ hand-
sofpe: elllptical louvre set in matched

boatding,.-is " an outstanding featur
that has no counterpart.in Connecti
cut: so far’ as T amaware.

“That a.ll this:* must - dishppe
shortly! hefore they-crowbars. of. th
wreckers 15-.a. matter of genuine:
gref, for it owill further -deplete N
Haven’s fast vamishing heritageso
ancient hduses. At the: present-rfab
of. 'destrucmon, ‘another genemtlo
will ookt for .them.in vain. | Progres
mst-contigue lt&ﬁmﬂch 01" ‘Course,
and to the average citizen, it is §
#-case of ‘another old house bein
tom' down,’ a.ndsgnothmg ore. -

_Wrecki.ng ijeﬂi Siarts
G arles Merhergi& Sons, wBo

ﬁowm today, startéd : tearing -down::
brick’ house ‘in-the réar of Frankm
a | Hall; 119 College Street. The houst
was one thatsotcupied the site of
Franklin Hall, hut-was moved. to the
rear when tha fratemity house-; a5
bullt about 20 years ago.
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Ford Bays Noa/z Webster House;

T 0 Preserve Hame At ‘Dearborn

H’en.ry:*Ford. Detroit aufomobile magnate  and “féremost™ 'colzector ot
“Americana, has purchased'. the . historic Noah Webste;" House, “corner of
.Grove: and. Temple Streets. for about. $1,000, and will transplant the. entire

,umiding torkils- village.-of’ old” American homes in, Dearborn Mlchzgan, The
Register learned in an-exclusive-disclosure today.
This.action on the partt of one of &

the- nations wealtmesh men is tne
i wof ia lopg.,campaign - to
save the deomed buiiding,. which .was
started by Cphe Reglst.er early in
‘July: s wheni~Yales Umvers:ty - was
granted’ permissioni{to raze tze home
of thiz country's: foremost. lexeograph-
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thought tbat Henry Ford was at-
tracted torthe project of saving-the

.| some newspaper and immediately in-

towork .on. the famous ¢ld building,

and .Ford was given - untﬂ September:
“15 to make hisfinal decision~-Windows

0% sno;mrm pus LLrsa ‘un; 9984

project dxed when no offers ot fun
appeared. .

Metropohtan newspapers m New
York and other large cities bhecamei
interested in the. attempt to save the
building and editorials appeared. on
the subject for several weeks It is

famous home throughr the columns of

vestigated the possibility of adding it
to tu.s Dearbern eoliection.: :

oo o -Partly Torn Down <

On Aug. the wreckers' axes went

and the Merbergs had. already re-
moved the windows and several minor
portions of.fhe-Noah Webster home
when Henry Ford’s agent loomed on
the scene a-the ‘dramalic momenf
to preserve the building from destTuc..
tion. - On August-2 the Register an-
nounced-the news:that Ford had paid
a deposit of $100 on the building to
prevent. the-destruction of ik .;
Three days. later, Yale Unlversity
grantec permission te the WIBCEEers
to delay tne razing: of the ‘huilding,

were repla,ced in the building and it
was given a tempcra:y lease o ex-
istence ‘

‘Lewis. Merberg, m commentmv on
Mr: Ford's final decision io purchase
the building,. said -to a” Register re-.
porter that ibe actual antiquity of the
interior or exterior of the building did
not influence tbe. Deiroit automobile
manufacturer as much as the histor+
ical significance attached to it Sev-
ersl New Haven antigue dealers, who
examined the house, expressed disap-
pointment that it had beeh renovated

durmg the - le Wa.t i
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From the New Haven Register, New Haven, Connecticnt

he haa.h Webster. house, on the southweat,! gorner: of
5 ,.__'_St.teets. bemg purchased by Heney Ford and. “added to
iy’ mllage‘ oﬁrold American homw st Dearborn, Mich, loomed:Tast night
ﬁhen Le'vis Merberga,ei’ tha::;:m of Charles: Merberg and Sons, Ing.,. buiid-
g rc!«"*agepm ‘have: tmade: -ah” offer for the: house m-
hmh the:lexigographef: diéd; after residing, | there. for 20 years. ", K L
Compleuon. of " therdeal Feomtin-
gent .however, upor Y@.la.. “Uiriversity-
eonsentmg' tn delzm 'ngaotne‘,house
until- after.” September wI57% s order|
that Ford may-come 1. New*Haven.
aud inspect: tie,Buikiing and, blan for
transierring: itsio. another. site . De=
msmn on: tms quesmon-is expecr.ed to

—.ﬁleaﬁwhue,u ‘they:, Me
halbed a:ll operatwus 'mcking; the-

bBetg ‘Would: not Tiama:tha: amouft the.
Ford reprmntameaﬁ oitemd;‘ Lor -the

ti Ford’s - mberest tOWard preaerﬂng R
Lha historie’ _hmmh‘believec} ‘o hef .
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From the Journsl Courler, New Haven,

,Noah We_ ster

Home K xammed

| By Henry Ford

. ing for Spot:in Dearborn
.Colonial Village,

‘Grove- aru:_l 'I‘empie streets where,
Noah “Webster lived while working |
‘on his dictionary, adding further.
ystrength to- the hopes of antiquarians:

that he may -save: the: Webster house
from demolition’ by pumha.«,mg it for
his Colonial villege “at Dearbotn,
Mich,

-Calls Building “Fine” -

ing 1s Hne,” was Ford's only com-
B, Johnson. DUrsar

Yak umvers:tar “which:
buxldmg to. Chatlex Merberg & Sons,
| wreckers, early in.the summer; said
+10 hive prchitects
- e Building, But
gave no - other aiidbcai:cn that - he
would buy it: Johnson ddded that the
multl-millionalre manufacturer seem-
wery much mierested ‘in  the

23

The wmdows of. the Webster house
| had - already.i been ; “femoved by .the
wreckers - when 2’ épresentative . of
Ford indicated. his interest and asked
that. the. razing be -delayed. ' Both
pa.rtners ‘of the: wrec}nn.g firm were
out of "town . -during .- ords v1sxt,
which -was’ un&xpected.

i Antm__ue éxpérts and.: amabeurs who
madeé a thotough: searwh shortly be-
fore the démolition was .to begin
were disgppointed to-find- that none
of the furnishings or removable par?s
of the: inbteriosr ‘were of colonial vins
tage: They- conchuedéd: that. the build-

the basic. features of its architecture
remain’ in the original - style” The
walls are entirely lined with brack,
as this Wwas- the method used to in-

stlate #the more elaborate co]nmal
-structures: :

‘the country’s finest collection of
Americana. 014 buildings such ds the

Webster house, of historical or archi-|§

tectural interest, have been gathered
from all parts of the couniry and re.

assembled ‘at Dearborn. I the auto-§
‘mobile magnate decides to buy the|

Webster -house, it will probably be
resfored -to something approx:matmg
its eriginal appearance when it ig re-
constructed on its new site.

Connecticut

May Save House From Raz-i

Henry Ford, auie ‘magnate, spent -
itwo hours ﬁere yesterday fnspecting

“T t'mnk the Noah Webster build-

1 sold - the

ing must hawe been remodeled some-
; o as;

: Ahe bmldm,g, : lnaw.m;wem:,i

Ford's Dearborn vulage is one" ofj

e

September 11, 19&8
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‘pro‘}ect died wheh no

'm(‘.eresl:ed in the att:empt to sa
_buﬂdmg ‘afid - -editorials ‘appe

ing :
o famols, home through the columns Dfi

-1 sotire newspaper ahd immeédigtely in-
‘vestigated. the poksibillty. of addmg J.t.
‘to hls Dearborn. coleéction: . B

) o Partly Tern Down
On Aug, the wreckers’ axes Went

to work om the i’amous old building,-
and the Merbergs had . already re-:

moved the windows and. several minor

portions of the Noah Websier home.

when Henry Ford’s agent-loomed on
the scene abt the dramafic moment
to preserve the building from destruc-
tion. On August 2 the Register an-
nounced the news that Ford had paid
a deposit -of $100 on- the building to
prevent the destruction of it.

Three days later, Yale University
granted permission. to the wreckers
to delay the razing of tie bulldlng,.
and Pord was given until September
15 to make his final decision Windows
were replaced in ‘the building and it

was - given a 5emporary lease on ex-_l
-istence. :
TLewis Merberg, in commentmg oh -

Mr, Ford’s finasl decision to ptrchase
the building, said-to a Register re-

porter that the actual antiguity of the :
interior or exterior of the building did -
not influence the Detroit &utomobile -

manufacturer as much as the histor-
ical significance .attached to it Sev-
eral New Haven antique dealers, wheo
examined the house, expressed disap-
pointment that it had beeh renovaied
during the Civil War, - .
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From the New Haven Register, New Haven, Connecticut

a]e Bulldmgs
azed For Economy

I Demolition Will ‘Eliminate Taxable Property Valued-at.
$108,275—Biggest Retrenchment Move Since 1931—
Permits for:Levelling* Structures, Ificluding -

Noah Webster House, Issued -

1

4 start razing the buildings soon.

'Bers L i -
‘Sigma Phi Soclety, and 324 Prospec
“Street, the former home of the Ged

New Building Proposed

vale has po plans for new -building :
projects as a result of this 1_3ig sweep- :
ing off of non-revenue bearinz houses
it was sald today, except for that ab
-g7.101. Grove Streed where a building
For. commercial use may he erected.:
This. i on the northwest corner of |
“Whitney. Aventue and Grove Streets.:
While:ayection of ‘a building for thatl
“corner-that. will: ¥Yun iip on’ the west ||
5 Whitney, Avenue for a coupley

- side "of ¢ _
hundred feeti+is  coniémplated, .no
plans have ygt developed Jor the
- project. it was sald today.. -

{ corner of Temple and Grove Streets,
authorities. Permits for the razing of the buildings were obtained * today
from the city building department by the

¢ Demolition of 12 buildings, all of them notable as ‘old ' New . Haven
landmarks and among them the Noah Webster house af the southwent

has been ordered by Yale University .

nniversity. Charles Merberg will

Yale, faced with a. fina.néial- sifin

| ation that forces rigid economy, is
{4 demolishing the buildings

‘frey - Dunscorsbs and before thab the to cut its tax bills,

‘Hiomé of the Misses Collins, whao were ;|

fidely & i ew Haven society. . : '
widely known in N i 1 property valued at $108,275.

in order
it was learned
from authoritatlve sources today. It
will meath the elimination of taxable

- It is the biggest slash”™ made by
Yale sinee 1931 when many build-
ings were taken down in the High-
new VYale: buildings, it was said ab
the building department today.
Wall Street aren for the -erection of

‘ Buildings to be Razed.
Here is. the list of buildings to be,

razed: 97 and 10] Grove Street -mear |

‘Whithey: Avenue’ 3¢ Hillhouse Ave-
nue, - formerly the. home of Walier
Camp, father of football and before

the -Camps, the home of .the late|.

_Prof.. Thomas -.D, *Seymour; - 52
Temple Streef, now used as 'a dor-
mitory, formerly the home of the late

E. G. Stoddard; 360 Temple; thei

Wehster house builf in 1822, last oc-

(Continued on Page Two)
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The old Nosh Webstér house’ ‘and’ Temple Streels, in which .ihe famous .lexico-

ih ket's: bars soon.' Permits were grant.
neighbortiood of the Sheff campus.

grapher ;worked on his
ed to Yale this 1




